Lightning in Florida
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Lightning is a serious hazard to the state of Florida. Over the 1959-1987 period, Florida led the nation in both the number of lightning injuries and lightning fatalities. As the following figures show, lightning is an underrated threat when compared with tornadoes and hurricanes. On the other hand, there appears to be some basis for optimism regarding lightning and other weather-related natural hazards.  The National Lightning Detection Network, a system of lightning direction finding equipment, became operative in 1989.  It operates with full coverage of the contiguous United States.  Today, it is possible to tell where lightning has hit anywhere in the country within 10 seconds of when it occurred.  Lightning storms can now be tracked for hundreds of miles, whereas in recent years they could only be seen for 10 or 20 miles.  While it may never be possible to predict precisely where the next strike will occur, this system can be used to show in which direction lightning is moving.  Warnings may be issued much more in advance than was possible in the past.

In addition, within the next few years, the National Weather Service is expected to have available a network of advanced radars (NEXRAD) that will provide a warning lead-time of 20 to 30 minutes or more of approaching storms.  This is certainly ample time to insure that lives will be at substantially lower risk than ever before from dangerous weather situations.  In terms of lightning, all that will remain then will be convincing the public to be more cognizant of watches and warnings and the relative danger of the hazard.




